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There’s a little bit of Israel in all of us. 

Come find the Israel in you. 
 

here have long been those who consider Israel the world’s first tourist destination. They have a point. 3,000 

years ago it was not uncommon for a million pilgrims to converge on Jerusalem every spring for Passover. Tent 

cities girded the capital to house the faithful. Then in the 4
th

 century, 

after the Byzantine Empire adopted Christianity as its official religion, 

began the tradition of Christian pilgrimage to the cities and landscapes 

associated with the life and landscape of Jesus of Nazareth. Three 

centuries later, with Jerusalem’s designation as the third holiest site of 

Islam, Muslim pilgrimage began too. So to put it mildly, tourism is 

not new to Israel. 

Israel is not only about religion. It is a vital, pulsating western 

democracy with vibrant journalism. This is the third major SATW 

event in Israel. The 1983 and 1998 conventions were based in our capital, Jerusalem. Many SATW members who 

attended are still talking about them as among the best conventions ever of the society.  

The official airline of the 2012 SATW Freelance Council Meeting is EL AL Israel Airlines. You may choose to fly 

round-trip from New York (JFK or Newark), Los Angeles or Toronto. You may also fly from one North American 

gateway and return to another.  

T 
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GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL 

MINISTRY OF TOURISM ∙ NORTH & SOUTH AMERICA 

Dear Friend, 

It will be an honor for all of us in Israel to welcome the SATW Freelance Council to Tel Aviv in January.  

Ever since Tel Aviv marked its centenary in 2009, media attention oÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÉÔÙ ÈÁÓ ÍÕÓÈÒÏÏÍÅÄȣÁÎÄ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÆÉÔÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ×ÉÌÌ 
have the opportunity to explore and get to know what many Israelis call Ȱ4ÈÅ "ÉÇ /ÒÁÎÇÅȢȱ 4ÏÕÒÉÓÍ ÔÏ )ÓÒÁÅÌ ÈÁÓ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÂÅÅÎ 
better. 2010 broke the all-time record, one that 2011 seems destined to surpass. 

The Ministry of Tourism is working to make your visit extraordinary in every way. While our capital city, Jerusalem, has been 
ÔÈÅ ÈÅÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÒÁÖÅÌ ÔÏ ÏÕÒ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙ ÆÏÒ ÍÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ ÔÈÒÅÅ ÍÉÌÌÅÎÎÉÁȟ 4ÅÌ !ÖÉÖ ÉÓ ÏÕÒ Ȱ.Å× 9ÏÒËȢȱ )Æ *ÅÒÕÓÁÌÅÍ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÈÅÁÒÔ Ánd soul 
of Israel, Tel Aviv is the pulse. There is much to see and admire ɀ from its wealth of Bauhaus architecture, to its skyscrapers, its 
museums, its bouelvards, its gentrified neighborhoods, its epic Mediterranean beach and its 4,000-year-old port of Jaffa.  

SATW has convened twice in Jerusalem (1983 and 1998) ɀ and it is extremely exciting for us that the Freelance Council has 
agreed to come back to our country. I look forward to welcoming each and every one of you personally to my homeland. 

Shalom, 

 

Haim Gutin, Consul, Israel Tourism Commissioner, North & South America 



TEL AVIV 

he 2012 SATW Freelance Council meeting will be based in Tel Aviv. If one can compare our countries, 

Jerusalem is Israel’s Washington or Ottawa, while Tel Aviv is Israel’s New York or Toronto. It’s the 

happening city, the heart of Israel’s world of business, entertainment, theater, opera, culture, the arts - and a 

major beach resort. Founded in 1909 as an outgrowth of the 4,000-year-old port of Jaffa, Tel Aviv has rightly 

earned the reputation of being one of the 

world’s most exciting cities.  

In 2008, the New York Times named Tel 

Aviv “The Mediterranean Capital of Cool” 

and Israel was suddenly recognized as a cool 

place to be. And Tel Aviv’s image has been 

burgeoning ever since:  

¶ Lonely Planet considers Tel Aviv one of the world’s TOP TEN cities for 2011 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dyKFoi2qfME&feature=player_embedded  

 

¶ National Geographic Magazine cites Tel Aviv as one of the Top Ten Beach Cities in the World 

http://travel.nationalgeographic.com/travel/top-10/beach-cities-photos/ 

 

¶ The readers of Travel+Leisure have voted Jerusalem and Tel Aviv the number #1 and #2 cities in the Middle 

East http://www.travelandleisure.com/worldsbest/2011/cities/africa-middle-east-cities/252 
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hile Jerusalem is Israel’s single largest city, the seat of Israel’s government and a city holy to the three 

monotheistic faiths, Tel Aviv – just 37 miles distant – is another world altogether. Jerusalem sits 3,000 feet 

high in the Judean Mountains. Tel Aviv is on Israel’s Mediterranean shore. Tel Aviv – like Los Angeles – 

is a network of dozens of municipalities that come together to form an urban sprawl that is home to about 40% of 

Israel’s population. And at its heart is a vibrant, pulsing city that literally never sleeps. 

 

 

 

 

 

W 
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THINGS YOU  PROBABLY ALREADY KNOW ABOUT 

ISRAEL (but in case you donõt, they bear repeating)  

¶ Israel is tiny: about the size of the State of New Jersey 

¶ Israel has four seas: the Med, the Dead, the Red and the Sea of Galilee.  

¶ Getting around Israel is easy. There are ten-lane super expressways. An 

excellent rail network. And domestic flights connect the center of the country 

with Eilat in the south, and the Galilee in the north 

¶ Israel has six micro-climates, mountains, deserts, valleys, pastures and has 

become one of the most agriculturally productive countries on earth 

¶ Cruise ships make hundreds of calls a year at Haifa and Ashdod on the 

Mediterranean 

¶ More than 75 international airlines fly to Ben Gurion International Airport 

(TLV), located 10 miles from downtown Tel Aviv and 25 miles from the heart 

of Jerusalem 
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TEN THINGS WE BET YOU DIDNõT KNOW ABOUT ISRAEL: 

¶ 2010 was the best year ever for tourism to Israel.  

 

¶ It looks like 2011 will break the 2010 record.  

 

¶ There are as many as 10 nonstop flights a day from North America to Israel –  

aboard our national airline, EL AL (as well as on Air Canada, Delta, 

United (Continental) and US Air.  

 

¶ The flight from the East Coast to Tel Aviv is 10 hours. That’s a lot faster than the East Coast to Hawaii. 

 

¶ There are 7.5 million Israelis. Even though Israel is “the Jewish State,” 

25% of Israelis are Christian and Muslim. 

 

¶ There are more cell-phones, bookstores, laptops and museums per capita in 

Israel than in any country on earth.               (Design Museum, Holon ς right) 
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¶ Israel is considered “Silicon Valley 

East,” the world’s second-largest creator 

of IT software and systems. 

 

¶ The worldwide green revolution began 

in Israel a century ago. More trees per 

acre have been planted in Israel since 1900 

than in any other country on the planet. Israelis have been using solar power for heating water for 60 years; and 

water-saving drip irrigation was invented in Israel. 

 

¶ Israel is considered part of the Francophone world – 

because of the large number of French-speaking 

immigrants from North Africa. 

 

¶ The Dead Sea is the lowest point on earth. Because the 

sun’s rays have an additional 1,200 feet to travel 

before they reach human skin, you will tan, but not 

burn. 
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THE FREELANCE COUNCIL MEETING: STUFF TO KNOW  

he core Freelance Council meeting opens in Tel Aviv on Wednesday January 18, 2012 and ends on Monday 

January 23, 2012. All flights from North America to Israel are overnight, with arrival in Tel Aviv on the 

following day. In planning your visit you have a variety of options, including: 

¶ Choices of tours during the core Freelance Council Meeting 

 

¶ A choice of three pre-tours 

 

¶ A choice of five post-tours 

 

¶ Special rates for additional nights in Tel Aviv for extended stays before or after the core Freelance Council 

Meeting or before a pre-tour, or after a post-tour 

 

¶ The option of flying earlier from North America to Israel, and/or later from Israel to North America. 

 

¶ In planning your trip, please also note that even though the core Freelance Council Meeting is in Tel Aviv, 

the schedule includes a full day in Jerusalem. 

 

COST  

The cost of participating in the SATW Freelance Council meeting in Tel Aviv is US$550, including airfare.  

(There is no reduction for “joiners.”) [There will also be a registration fee for SATW of $15] 

T 
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THE BASICS  

he core Freelance Council meeting includes flights, hotel accommodations, three meals daily, transfers, an 

extensive sightseeing program, tips and service charges.  However, items of a purely personal nature, such as 

telephone, bar and laundry bills should be settled with each hotel upon check-out.  In addition, the Israel 

Ministry of Tourism isn't responsible for the loss of personal items or for personal injuries.  Visiting Israel is like 

traveling anywhere else in the world and we recommend all visitors have travel insurance that includes overseas 

medical coverage. 

 

ACCOMMODATION AND MEALS  

ou'll be accommodated in single rooms with private bathroom. Israeli buffet breakfast, a light lunch, and 

dinner will be included daily.  We don’t include long lunches because they take away too much time from 

touring. The self-drive and bicycle tour options don’t include lunch.    

 

THE ITINERARY  

 uch planning and care has gone into the preparation of the core meeting schedule and touring itineraries 

to ensure that as much as possible is seen and experienced. We have tried to include some free time for 

shopping, personal jaunts and relaxing. Please do not disappear from the group to undertake personal 

business, visits or touring.  

T 
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TOUR S AND OPTIONS  

hen you register, let us know which tours you want (for the core meeting as well as for pre- and post-

tours). We indicate whenever a tour is offered in both a “writer” version and a separate “photographer” 

version, and we also indicate how much walking or activity each tour involves. When sites are 

mentioned in tour descriptions it means the site is visited for an adequate amount of time. Our goal is to give 

everyone the tour they select – so we are not asking for back-up choices. In the event of an unusually small 

registration number for a certain tour we will contact you. 

 

DRESS 

asual is the "rule" for meetings and everyday sightseeing.  Bring good walking shoes or sneakers and 

"layers."  More dressy attire will be needed for only one or two evenings.  Some religious shrines require 

modest dress (arms and legs covered, and, occasionally, no pants for women), but your guide will let you 

know the day before when such caution is needed. Don't forget your swimsuit and, for the Dead Sea, plastic shoes, 

such as Crocs or aquasox. 

January is winter in Tel Aviv, with daily temperatures in the 50's and 60's and there may be rain. Bring both a 

swimsuit and a coat. Temperatures in Jerusalem and the north will be in the 50's in the day but can drop into the 

30's at night. The Dead Sea, Masada, the Negev and Eilat will be in the 70's and 80's during the day and in the 40's 

and 50's at night. 

W 
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MONEY  

here are ATM machines all over Israel and credit cards are widely accepted. You can exchange travelers’ 

checks, as well as dollars for shekels, at banks and hotels. There are approximately 3.50 Shekels to the 

dollar. 

 

ELECTRICITY  

ll hotel rooms are equipped with hairdryers, and all have shaver sockets.  For other appliances, Israel's 

electricity is 220V A/C, single phase 50-cycles; 110V-220V transformers can be used.  Israeli outlets have 

three prongs, but European two-prong adapters usually work. If you don’t have an adapter that seems to 

work, the hotels’ front desk should be able to provide one. 

 

KEEPING IN TOUCH  

ou can go on-line and check e-mail at the hotel’s SATW-CENTER during the Core Meeting. For pre- and 

post-tours, most hotels also have Business Centers or a computer where you can access e-mail and the 

internet without charge. If you prefer to use the Internet from the privacy of your room, the hotels at which 

you will stay have either wireless or broadband connections available for standard international charges. American 

and Canadian cell-phones that work overseas will work in Israel too. Israel is 7 hours ahead of the East Coast of 

North America. 

T 
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TOUR GUIDE S IN ISRAEL  

o be a guide in Israel is to be part of what is considered a noble and academic profession. Israel’s tour 

guides need to be highly educated and familiar with the intricacies of 4,000 years of history, as well as have 

intense knowledge of Judaism, Christianity and Islam. Guides in Israel require extensive training as well as 

refresher courses every few years in order to maintain their guiding license and to be updated on new archeological 

discoveries.  

 

GRATUITIES  

ll tips are included for the Core Freelance Council Meeting. (Obviously, guides, bell-boys, maids and wait-

staff everywhere in the world appreciate a little extra recognition for excellent service – but don’t feel you 

have to.) 

For Pre-and Post-Tours, tips to hotel and restaurant staff are included, but gratuities to your guide and driver are 

not. We suggest participants come together to give a pooled gift…usually in the region of US$10-12 per person per 

day to your guide, and US$5-7 per person per day to your driver.  The tips can be given in Shekels or in U.S. or 

Canadian dollars. 

Generally, in Israel, tipping is less prevalent than in North America. When you’re on your own, we suggest a 10% 

tip in restaurants and 5% to taxi drivers.  

T 
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SECURITY  

n 2010, 3.5 million tourists visited Israel and all 3.5 million went home again safe and sound. One of the things 

that surprises first-time visitors most about Israel is the utter sense of safety. Indeed, in many ways Israel feels 

far safer than home – for instance, Israelis send their small children alone to school (walking, or on the public 

bus) – something most people in North America wouldn’t dream of doing. Other than the security interview prior 

to your EL AL flight to Israel the only time you will likely notice “security” is when you enter a hotel, restaurant or 

shopping center when you will – just as one often is in London and other places – be asked to open your bag.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I 
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EL AL ISRAEL AIRLINES: STUFF TO KNOW  

L AL is the national carrier of the State of Israel. One of the world’s most 

respected airlines, EL AL’s home base is Ben Gurion International Airport – 10 

miles from downtown Tel Aviv, 25 miles from the heart of Jerusalem.  

EL AL has a long history of firsts and successes, including 50 years ago this year, the world record for the longest 

ever nonstop flight. EL AL flies an all-American fleet of Boeing 777’s, 747’s, 767’s, 757’s and 737’s.  EL AL is 

the world’s only airline that flies only 305 days a year. It is completely grounded on the Sabbath, as well as on 

major Jewish holidays.  

The security precautions taken by EL AL Israel 

Airlines are the stuff of legend and the envy of 

the world’s airlines. No preferential treatment is 

given to journalists nor to guests of the Ministry 

of Tourism: so on check-in for your flights you 

will be asked a variety of questions during a 

security interview. Some of the questions may 

seem un-PC, intrusive, irrelevant, irritating or 

repetitive. Just answer truthfully, go with the 

flow and don’t lose your cool. Remember, the 

questions are designed to protect you and your 

fellow passengers.  

E 
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In planning your trip, bear in mind that: 

¶ EL AL flies daily (except Friday) to Tel Aviv from both of New York’s JFK and Newark airports, and daily 

(except Saturday) from Tel Aviv to both JFK and Newark  

 

¶ During January, EL AL flies nonstop between Tel Aviv and both Los Angeles and Toronto (and vice versa) 

on Sundays, Tuesdays and Thursdays  

 

¶ You can fly from one North American gateway and return to another 

 

¶ Upgrades to EL AL’s Platinum Business Class are available at a special SATW supplement of $750 one-way 

from/to New York or Toronto, or $900 one-way to/from Los Angeles. 

 

 

 1951: New York-Tel Aviv in a mere 32 hours 

 

       2012: New York-Tel Aviv in 10 hours
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TEL AVIV HOTEL  

he 2012 SATW FREELANCE COUNCIL meeting will be based at a 5-Star hotel on the city’s 

Mediterranean shore.   

 

¶ If you would like to arrive earlier or stay longer at the Tel Aviv hotel at the discounted SATW rate of $145 – 

including full Israeli buffet breakfast, indicate your additional dates on the registration form. Airport 

transfers are not provided for extended stays. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T 
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WHAT MAKES ISRAEL DIFFERENT?  

ebrew is the day-to-day language you will see and hear everywhere – and in parts of Jerusalem, Arabic too. 

Hebrew and Arabic read from right to left. Hebrew – a dead language other than for prayer until about 100 

years ago – was brought back to life by a man named Eliezer Ben Yehuda (there is a Ben Yehuda Street in 

almost every town in Israel) in the late 19th century, and by 1920 it had become universal. Almost every Israeli 

speaks quite good English. Highway signs are in Hebrew and English – and English-language movies and TV 

(other than kid’s programming) are subtitled, not dubbed, as English is so well understood. 

 

srael runs on the Jewish “calendar.” The work week is Sunday through Thursday, and the weekend is Friday 

and Saturday. You will notice a palpable slowing down of everything on Friday afternoon – because religious 

Jews do not drive, use electricity, or engage in work on the Sabbath (Shabbat), which begins at sunset on 

Friday and ends 25 hours later at sundown on Saturday. Most shops are closed and there is little public 

transportation on Shabbat. Conversely, Friday night is the “hot” night for clubs and restaurants, particularly outside 

Jerusalem. On Shabbat, at least one elevator in your hotel is designated a “Shabbat elevator,” stopping 

automatically at every floor so that the orthodox may ride but not “use electricity” by pressing buttons. On Fridays, 

the Muslim Sabbath, and Sunday, the Christian Sabbath, some stores owned by non-Jews may be closed too. 

 

ashrut, or kosher food is the rule aboard EL AL and at hotels – but most of the country’s restaurants – and 

many that you will visit - are not kosher. In practice, kashrut means that shellfish and pork are prohibited, 

and that dairy and meat products are eaten separately and on different sets of china. It means  

H 
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that a hotel breakfast is without meat – instead, it’s a giant buffet of cheeses, fresh vegetables, cereals, breads, 

smoked fish, pastries and fruit. And it means that at a kosher “meat” restaurant, the “butter” served with your bread 

will be margarine and there will be espresso but not cappuccino.  

 

ou may find that Israelis seem to spend a lot of time referring to un-PC topics like religion – particularly in 

the area of tourism. This dates back to the time when the only visitors to Israel were coming for religious 

reasons, so guides wanted to be sure that visitors did not miss the shrines that were important to them. 

 

t is hard to visit Israel without encountering a discussion of politics. 

Every Israeli has his or her own views on the country’s political situation, 

both domestically and internationally. Israel is a vibrant democracy and 

you’ll likely hear dozens of thoughts, beliefs and strategies. Indeed there is an 

expression that says “that if you have two Israelis, you have at least three 

political opinions.”  And, because Israelis adore America and Americans with 

probably greater passion than any foreigners, you’ll likely hear opinions on 

US politics too. (And yes, Israelis love Canadians too.)  

 

Y 
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WEBSITES YOU SHOULD KNOW  

These websites will help you plan for your trip and will be invaluable tools in making the best of your visit: 

 

Israel tourism: 

¶ ISRAEL MINISTRY OF TOURISM (www.goisrael.com ) 

¶ TEL AVIV-JAFFA TOURISM (http://www.tel -aviv.gov.il/english/Index.htm ) 

¶ JERUSALEM TOURISM (http://tour.jerusalem.muni.il/eng/ ) 

¶ ISRAEL BEYOND THE HEADLINES (http://www.israel21c.org/ ) 

¶ ISRAEL: ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF GREEN (http://travelgreenisrael.com/ ) 

¶ EL AL ISRAEL AIRLINES (www.elal.com ) 

¶ BE COOL IN ISRAEL (http://www.touristisrael.com/travel -to-israel/ ) 

¶ ISRAEL NATURE AND PARKS AUTHORITY (www.parks.org.il ) 

¶ ISREALLI BLOG (www.isrealli.org ) 

 

News from Israel from the country’s leading English-language news sources: 

¶ THE JERUSALEM POST (www.jpost.com ) 

¶ YNET NEWS (www.ynet.com ) 

¶ HAARETZ (www.haaretz.com ) 
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SATW FREEL ANCE COUNCIL ð CORE MEETING  

When you register, all you need to do is decide: 

¶ your airline gateway city or cities (you don’t have to come back to the same North American city if you 

don’t want to) 

 

¶ your core-meeting tour choices 

 

¶ and if you want a pre- and/or post-tour or extra nights at the meeting hotel. 
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MAP OF ISRAEL 
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DATE TIME DETAILS OVERNIGHT

1:30 PM Depart Los Angeles on EL AL flight LY006

1:10 PM Depart Toronto on EL AL flight LY030

1:15 PM Depart New York EWR on EL AL flight LY028

11:50 PM Depart New York JFK on EL AL flight LY008

Wed Jan 18 Tel Aviv

6:40 AM EL AL flight LY028 arrives Tel Aviv

7:15 AM EL AL flight LY030 arrives Tel Aviv

Meeting on arrival and transfer to hotel on Tel Aviv's Mediterranean shore; meeting registration on arrival

11:30 AM Brunch at hotel

1:00 PM Choice of afternoon tours

18-1. TEL AVIV CITY DRIVE : perfect for first-timers, this tour is designed to introduce you to 

Tel Aviv and familiarize yourself with the city's layout. You will see Jaffa, the city's performing arts 

centers, the business districts, the beach, the Tayelet beachfront promenade, the central Bauhaus 

"White City" and Tel Aviv's parks.

SATW FREELANCE COUNCIL, TEL AVIV CORE MEETING SCHEDULE

 January 18-23 (17-24), 2012

LOS ANGELES - TEL AVIV

TORONTO - TEL AVIV

NEW YORK EWR - TEL AVIV

NEW YORK JFK - TEL AVIV

Tue Jan 17

NEW YORK EWR - TEL AVIV

TORONTO - TEL AVIV
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DATE TIME DETAILS OVERNIGHT

CONTINUED 18-2. BAUHAUS ARCHITECTURAL WALKING TOUR : ideal for repeat visitors or first 

timers who are bonkers about architecture and design. When German-Jewish architects fled 

Germany in the 1930's many came to Palestine and their influence made Tel Aviv's "White City" so 

unique that it has been designated a UNESCO World Heritage Site. There are more Bauhaus 

buildings in Tel Aviv than in any city on earth. (This tour involves 2+ hours of walking, and will be led 

by an architect-guide.)

5:00 PM Pre-tours end in Tel Aviv; meeting registration on arrival at hotel

1:55 PM EL AL flight LY006 arrives Tel Aviv

Meeting on arrival and transfer to hotel on Tel Aviv's Mediterranean shore; meeting registration on arrival

5:05 PM EL AL flight LY008 arrives Tel Aviv

Meeting on arrival and transfer to hotel on Tel Aviv's Mediterranean shore; meeting registration on arrival

7:30 PM Depart for evening Welcome-to-Israel reception at Tel Aviv port

Thu Jan 19 7:30 AM Breakfast

Choice of morning tours/activity:

19-1. TEL AVIV CITY DRIVE : perfect for first-timers, this tour is designed to introduce you to 

Tel Aviv and familiarize yourself with the city's layout. You will see Jaffa, the city's performing arts 

centers, the business districts, the beach, the Tayelet beachfront promenade, the central Bauhaus 

"White City" and Tel Aviv's parks.

NEW YORK JFK - TEL AVIV

9:00 AM-

12:30 PM

SATW FREELANCE COUNCIL, TEL AVIV CORE MEETING SCHEDULE

 January 18-23 (17-24), 2012

LOS ANGELES - TEL AVIV
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DATE TIME DETAILS OVERNIGHT

19-2. BAUHAUS ARCHITECTURAL WALKING TOUR : ideal for repeat visitors or first 

timers who are bonkers about architecture and design. When German-Jewish architects fled 

Germany in the 1930's many came to Palestine and their influence made Tel Aviv's "White City" so 

unique that it has been designated a UNESCO World Heritage Site. There are more Bauhaus 

buildings in Tel Aviv than in any city on earth. (This tour involves 2+ hours of walking, and will be led 

by an architect-guide.)

19-3. ANCIENT JAFFA AND THE FLEA MARKET : Tel Aviv was founded in 1909 as a 

garden-city escape from the crowding of the 4,000-year-old city of Jaffa - named for Noah's son, 

Japheth, the place from which Jonah sailed for his encounter with a whale, the place where 

Andromeda was chained to the rock, the town that was home to the New Testament's Simon the 

Tanner, the city conquered by Napoleon in 1799.  The tour includes walking through the 

reconstructed kasbah, now one of Tel Aviv's toniest neighborhoods, and a visit to the Ilana Goor 

Museum www.ilanagoor.com. The tour includes St. Peter's Church, the Turkish Clock Tower, the 

excavations of ancient Jaffa and an in-depth encounter with one of the world's best flea markets. 

(The tour involves at least 90 minutes of walking on cobblestones and up and down stone steps.)  [This 

tour offered in two versions: "Writers" and "Photographers".]

19-4. TEL AVIV MARKETS WITH A CELEBRITY CHEF: Discover Tel Aviv's wealth of food 

and produce markets with a well-known TV chef. The Carmel Market is one of the world's great 

outdoor markets, offering every possible kind of produce, meat, fish and dairy product. The 

Levinsky Market specializes in spices and herbs. End up at a glamorous supermarket (an Israeli 

clone of Whole Foods) for a rounded experience of Israel's food scene. (This tour involves substantial 

walking and, if you are a shopper, the possibility of substantial schlepping.)

19-5. THE TEL AVIV MUSEUM OF ART : An in-depth tour of Israel’s leading museum of 

modern and contemporary art, and home to one of the world’s largest collections of Israeli art. 

Since its founding in 1932, the Museum has served as one of Tel Aviv’s major cultural hubs, 

displaying a vibrant mix of permanent collections and temporary exhibitions in a wide variety of 

fields – painting, sculpture, prints and drawings, photography, video, architecture and design. 

www.tamuseum.com (Substantial walking required.)

CONTINUED

SATW FREELANCE COUNCIL, TEL AVIV CORE MEETING SCHEDULE

 January 18-23 (17-24), 2012
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DATE TIME DETAILS OVERNIGHT

19-6. TEL AVIV ON YOUR OWN BY BICYCLE : Tel Aviv recently joined London, Paris, 

Zürich, Montreal and Toronto as one of the world cities where it's cool to bike, with bike rental 

stations everywhere. And as it's a beach-side city, hills are very few and far between. 

http://www.touristisrael.com/tel-aviv-bike-rentals/1795/. You'll be given your own bike and helmet, 

and off you go. We'll see you for lunch.

1:00 PM Lunch at the Tachana (old Tel Aviv train station). 

3:00 PM SATW Business Meeting at Convention Hotel

8:00 PM Dine-Around at Tel Aviv restaurants (sign up for restaurant assignments when you register in Tel 

Aviv)

For those still awake (informal activities: advance registration not required):

PUB AND CLUB CRAWL : As befits a city that prides itself on never sleeping, Tel Aviv is one of 

the "hottest" cities in the Mediterranean, with pubs and clubs open till dawn. Hip Tel Avivians will 

be your guides tonight.

GLBT TEL AVIV : The U.S. magazine OUT recently dubbed Tel Aviv "Gay Capital of the Middle 

East." Tel Aviv now ranks with New York, South Beach, Ibiza, Sydney and Barcelona as THE 

destination for gay travelers. And Thursday and Friday night are the biggest nights of the week.

Tel Aviv

CONTINUED

SATW FREELANCE COUNCIL, TEL AVIV CORE MEETING SCHEDULE

 January 18-23 (17-24), 2012

10:30 PM
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DATE TIME DETAILS OVERNIGHT

7:15-9:15 AM Breakfast professional development session

Choice of three options today. Two follow the same itinerary, either a classic bus tour with a guide, 

or participants can choose to to cover the same ground - but in self-drive cars:

20-1. HAIFA. THE MEDITERRANEAN AND A GLIMPSE OF THE GALILEE - BUS 

TOUR: Depart Tel Aviv northward to Caesarea, capital of the Roman province of Judea. The 

excavations of Caesarea are monumental, including the Roman aqueduct, submerged port and 

theater, the Crusader fortress, and the Ottoman port. It is also the location of Israel's leading golf 

course, designed by Pete Dye. Continue to Haifa (http://www.tour-haifa.co.il/eng/), Israel's major 

port and 3rd largest city (http://www.tour-haifa.co.il/eng/). The city is draped around the slopes of 

biblical Mount Carmel where the prophet Elijah challenged the priests of Baal. Visit the magnificent 

Bahai Shrine and "hanging gardens"  (http://www.ganbahai.org.il/en/haifa/) [a UNESCO World 

Heritage Site] and the restored and elegant Templar Colony. After lunch, drive into the Galilee to 

visit Nazareth, boyhood home of Jesus, and visit the Basilica of the Annunciation. See the Jesus 

Trail,  and help plant the SATW Grove of Trees on a Galilee hillside. Late afternoon return to Tel 

Aviv. [This tour offered in two versions: "Writers" and "Photographers".]

20-2: HAIFA, THE MEDITERRANEAN AND A GLIMPSE OF THE GALILEE - BY SELF-

DRIVE CAR . Follow the identical itinerary as Tour 20-1 - but in a self-drive car (remember your 

drivers' license). Up to four of you can travel together - or if you want to be alone, that's fine too. If 

you can put together your touring party in advance - give us names when you register. Or we can 

place you with convivial companions when you arrive in Israel.

20-3. MASADA AND THE DEAD SEA: Drive from Tel Aviv through the Judean Mountains and 

the Judean Desert to the Dead Sea, lowest point on earth. Tour Masada, the mountain top Herod's 

palace-fortress that became immortal in the year 73 when refugees from the Roman destruction of 

Jerusalem chose suicide rather than surrender. After a light lunch, float in the Dead Sea whose 

curative waters are so full minerals that sinking is impossible. Smear black Dead Sea mud on your 

skin and benefit from the filtered sunlight. Drive back to Tel Aviv.  [This tour offered in two versions: 

"Writers" and "Photographers".]

Fri Jan 20
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8:00 PM Traditional Sabbath dinner at your hotel

For those still awake (informal activities: advance registration not required):

PUB AND CLUB CRAWL : As befits a city that prides itself on never sleeping, Tel Aviv is one of 

the "hottest" cities in the Mediterranean, with pubs and clubs open till dawn. Hip Tel Avivians will 

be your guides tonight.

GLBT TEL AVIV : The U.S. magazine OUT recently dubbed Tel Aviv "Gay Capital of the Middle 

East." Tel Aviv now ranks with New York, South Beach, Ibiza, Sydney and Barcelona as THE 

destination for gay travelers. And Thursday and Friday night are the biggest nights of the week.

Sat Jan 21 7:30 AM Breakfast

9:00 AM Depart Tel Aviv, ascending through the Judean Hills to Israel's capital, Jerusalem

The Jerusalem day is offered with three options - for first-timers, repeat visitors and "adventurers":

21-1. MY FIRST VISIT TO JERUSALEM : Marking it's 3,000th anniversary in 1996, Jerusalem is 

breathtaking. Start by admiring the panorama of Jerusalem from the summit of the Mount of Olives. 

Descend the mountain to the Garden of Gethsemane, where Jesus spent his final evening. Enter the 

walled Old City of Jerusalem at the Dung Gate. Visit  the Western (Wailing) Wall, holiest site of 

Judaism. After a felafel and hummus lunch, walk the Via Dolorosa - the traditional route taken by 

Jesus and the cross to Calvary - and visit the Church of the Holy Sepulcher, long considered the 

site of the crucifixion, burial and resurrection. Continue through the Old City bazaars then, at the 

Israel Museum, see the scale model of Jerusalem at the time of Jesus, and visit the Shrine of the 

Book, home of the Dead Sea Scrolls. (The tour involves at least three hours of walking on cobblestones 

and up and down stone steps.)  [This tour offered in two versions: "Writers" and "Photographers".]

CONTINUED

Tel Aviv
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21-2. MY REPEAT VISIT TO JERUSALEM : Drive through the new neighborhoods of Jerusalem 

to the Israel Museum, reopened in 2010 after a multi-million dollar restoration. The Israel Museum 

is home to one of the world's most extraordinary collections of Old Masters, Israeli art, Judaica and 

archeology. Visit the scale model of Jerusalem at the time of Jesus and see the Shrine of the Book, 

home of the Dead Sea Scrolls. Continue to the village of Ein Karem, birthplace of John the Baptist, 

with its churches, art galleries and cozy restaurants. After lunch, drive through modern Jerusalem 

to the Tayelet promendae atop the Hill of Evil Counsel, then enjoy free time in the Old City 

bazaars. [This tour offered in two versions: "Writers" and "Photographers".]

21-3. ADVENTUROUS JERUSALEM : Marking it's 3,000th anniversary in 1996, Jerusalem is 

breathtaking. Start by admiring the panorama of Jerusalem from the summit of the Mount of Olives. 

Walk down the mountain to the Garden of Gethsemane, where Jesus spent his final evening. Hike 

through the Valley of Jehosphat, with its tomb of Absalom, then enter the walled Old City at the 

Lions' Gate, also known as St. Stephen's Gate in memory of Christianity's first martyr . Next comes 

an extraordinary experience: walk around the entire Old City atop its 16th century ramparts. After 

a felafel and hummus lunch clamber through Hezekiah's Tunnel, an escape route built by the 

Israelites during a siege by the Assyrians in the 7th century B.C.  Finish the afternoon with a visit to 

Jerusalem's Biblical Zoo (http://www.jerusalemzoo.org.il/len/). [This tour offered in two versions: 

"Writers" and "Photographers".]

5:30 PM Reception and dinner hosted by the Mayor of Jerusalem.

8:00 PM Buses leave Jerusalem 

9:00 PM Arrive at your hotel
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7:30-9:30 AM Breakfast professional development session

Choice of full day options (with lunch):

22-1. IN AND AROUND CENTRAL ISRAEL : Visit the new and much lauded Holon Design 

Museum (www.dmh.org.il), designed by eminent Israeli-British architect, Ron Arad. Its sweeping red 

curves have been characterized by one reviewer as "Alexander Calder designs the Guggenheim." 

Continue to the Ayalon Institute, a fascinating reminder of the critical months surrounding the 

founding of Israel in 1948. After a light lunch, continue to Bet Guvrin-Maresha National Park 

encompassing some 1,250 acres of rolling hills in the Judean Lowlands. For thousands of years 

people have been cutting into the rock here to fashion quarries, burial caves, storerooms, industrial 

facilities, hideouts and dovecotes. Visit dozens of caves dug to create subterranean networks of 

unparalleled complexity. Next to a Sorek, Israel's only show cave with its dozens of stalactites and 

stalagmites. The afternoon ends at a winery in the lowlands: sample some of Israel's finest wine.  

(The tour involves at least two hours' of walking as well as descending and climbing steps.)  [This tour 

offered in two versions: "Writers" and "Photographers".]

22-2.TEL AVIV UNDER MY SKIN : This in-depth tour of Tel Aviv neighborhoods is designed to 

get you under the skin of this fascinating city. You will meet fashion designers, crafts workers, 

artisans and boutique owners. You will discover the gentrified neighborhood of Neve Tzedek, funky-

chic Florentin and the Jaffa flea market. You'll have a light lunch in the market then you'll visit the 

Nahum Gutman museum, displaying the works of this early-20th-century post-impressionist artist. 

You will see elegant homes in Herzliya and north Tel Aviv - and shop till you drop in the Ramat 

Aviv mall. The day ends at Independence Hall where, on May 14, 1948, the State of Israel was 

reborn. (The tour involves at least two hours' of walking as well as descending and climbing steps.) 
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22-3. TEL AVIV MARKETS WITH A CELEBRITY CHEF (HALF-DAY TOUR - 

MORNING): Discover Tel Aviv's wealth of food and produce markets with a well-known TV chef. 

The Carmel Market is one of the world's great outdoor markets, offering every possible kind of 

produce, meat, fish and dairy product. The Levinsky Market specializes in spices and herbs. End up 

at a glamorous supermarket (an Israeli clone of Whole Foods) for a rounded experience of Israel's 

food scene. (This tour involves substantial walking and, if you are a shopper, the possibility of substantial 

schlepping.)

22-4. THE TEL AVIV MUSEUM OF ART (HALF-DAY TOUR - AFTERNOON) : An in-

depth tour of Israel’s leading museum of modern and contemporary art, and home to one of the 

world’s largest collections of Israeli art. Since its founding in 1932, the Museum has served as one 

of Tel Aviv’s major cultural hubs, displaying a vibrant mix of permanent collections and temporary 

exhibitions in a wide variety of fields – painting, sculpture, prints and drawings, photography, 

video, architecture and design. www.tamuseum.com (Substantial walking required.)

22-5. YOU'RE ON YOUR OWN: A self-drive car is yours for the day (remember your drivers' 

license). Go where you please - stay in Tel Aviv - or venture south, north or east. Up to four of 

you can travel together - or if you want to be alone, that's fine too. If you can put together your 

touring party in advance - give us names when you register. Or we can place you with convivial 

companions when you arrive in Israel.

22-6. TEL AVIV ON YOUR OWN BY BICYCLE : Tel Aviv recently joined London, Paris, 

Zürich, Montreal and Toronto as one of the world cities where it's cool to bike, with bike rental 

stations everywhere. And as it's a beach-side city, hills are very few and far between. 

http://www.touristisrael.com/tel-aviv-bike-rentals/1795/. You'll be given your own bike and helmet, 

and off you go. 

7:30 PM Farewell reception and buffet supper Tel Aviv
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7:00-9:00 Breakfast

8:30 AM Post-tours commence

10:00 AM Transfer to Ben Gurion Airport

1:15 PM Depart Tel Aviv on EL AL flight LY011

6:40 PM Arrive New York-JFK

Full day at leisure in Tel Aviv. 

7:30 PM Farewell supper at hotel

9:30 PM Transfer to Ben Gurion Airport

TLV-NEW YORK EWR

12:30 AM Depart Tel Aviv on EL AL flight LY027

6:00 AM Arrive New York EWR

TLV-TORONTO

12:50 AM Depart Tel Aviv on EL AL flight LY029

6:45 AM Arrive Toronto

TLV-LAX

1:10 AM Depart Tel Aviv on EL AL flight LY005

6:45 AM Arrive Los Angeles
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Tour 1
CLASSIC GALILEE - the perfect first-timer's tour

3 days, 2 nights: $255

Departures from Los Angeles, New York (Newark) and Toronto

1:10 PM Depart Toronto on EL AL flight LY030

1:15 PM Depart New York EWR on EL AL flight LY028

1:30 PM Depart Los Angeles on EL AL flight LY006

Mon Jan 16 Haifa

6:40 AM EL AL flight LY028 arrives Tel Aviv

7:15 AM EL AL flight LY030 arrives Tel Aviv

Meeting on arrival and drive to Israel's port city of Haifa. Haifa is a city draped around the slopes of 

Mount Carmel where, the Bible tells us, the prophet Elijah challenged the 400 priests of Baal. Haifa 

is Israel's third-largest city, a garden-city that is home to dozens of museums, gardens and cultural 

institutions.

11:30 AM Check-in and Welcome-to-Israel Brunch

12:30 PM Unpack, relax, unwind, regroup

SATW FREELANCE COUNCIL MEETING, TEL AVIV  - JANUARY 2012
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1:55 PM Los Angeles - Tel Aviv El Al flight LY 006 arrives Tel Aviv

Meeting on arrival and drive to Israel's port city of Haifa. Haifa is a city draped around the slopes of 

Mount Carmel where, the Bible tells us, the prophet Elijah challenged the 400 priests of Baal. Haifa 

is Israel's third-largest city, a garden-city tha

7:00 PM Dinner - and overnight in Haifa

Tue Jan 17 7:30 AM Breakfast

8:00 AM Visit the Bahai Shrine, the golden-domed symbol of Haifa, and the cascading terraces of its 

magnificent "hanging" gardens - both classified by UNESCO as World Heritage Sites. 

9:00 AM Depart Haifa for Akko, the Crusader fortress-port on the Mediterranean. Akko was the capital of 

the Crusader Kingdom of St. Jean d'Acre; it was also the city that Napoleon could not conquer in 

1799, bringing to an end France's ambition to reach India. Tou

11:30 AM Cross the Galilee to the excavations of Bet Shean, one of the Roman-Byzantine Decapolis cities and 

one of the largest cities in the Byzantine Empire, destroyed by earthquake in the 8th century.

1:00 PM After a light lunch, pause at Yardenit on the Jordan River where Christian pilgrims come to be 

baptized. Visit the 4th century marble synagogue at Capernaum (the fishing village that was home 

to Peter the Fisherman), pause to reflect at the Mount of Beati

LOS ANGELES - TEL AVIV
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5:00 PM Check in to your hotel in Tiberias, on the Sea of Galilee shore. Tiberias is noted for its hot springs 

that were the genesis of the town's development by the Romans as a spa resort. Much of the 

Talmud was written in Tiberias and it is considered one of the four holy cities of Judaism. 

8:00 PM A lakeside dinner - and overnight in Tiberias Tiberias

7:30 AM Breakfast

8:45 AM Leave Tiberias for Safed, another of the four holy cities of Judaism, whose ancient lanes are 

crammed with artists' studios and small synagogues.

11:00 AM Arrive in Nazareth, home of Jesus. Visit Mary's Well and the Basilica of the Annunciation that 

recalls the immaculate conception. 

1:00 PM Arrive in Caesarea, on the Mediterranean shore, once a vast port and the Roman capital of Judea. 

After a light lunch, tour the city's Roman aqueduct and theater, and Crusader and Ottoman ruins.

4:00 PM Arrive in Tel Aviv, check-in and meeting registration.

Wed Jan 18

Tel Aviv
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Tour 2
JERUSALEM IMMERSION - the ideal opportunity to absorb everything "Jerusalem"

3 days, 2 nights: $245

Departures from Los Angeles, New York (Newark) and Toronto

Sun Jan 15

1:10 PM Depart Toronto on EL AL flight LY030

1:15 PM Depart New York EWR on EL AL flight LY028

1:30 PM Depart Los Angeles on EL AL flight LY006

Mon Jan 16

6:40 AM EL AL flight LY028 arrives Tel Aviv

7:15 AM EL AL flight LY030 arrives Tel Aviv

Meeting on arrival and drive through the Judean Hills to Israel's capital. 

9:30 AM Check-in to your hotel in time for a Welcome-to-Israel breakfast

Unpack, relax, unwind, regroup

2:00 PM City drive shows you the layout of the city and many of its diverse neighborhoods, parks, 

universities and the government center with the Knesset (parliament) and Supreme Court. Visit the 

Museum of the History of Jerusalem in the ancient Citadel.

5:00 PM Return to your hotel

LOS ANGELES - TEL AVIV

TORONTO - TEL AVIV

NEW YORK EWR - TEL AVIV

TORONTO - TEL AVIV

NEW YORK EWR - TEL AVIV
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1:55 PM EL AL flight LY006 arrives Tel Aviv

Meeting on arrival and drive through the Judean Hills to Israel's capital. 

7:00 PM Dinner and overnight in Jerusalem Jerusalem

7:30 AM Breakfast

9:00 AM Start your in-depth tour of the Old City. Visit the Garden of Gethsemane, where Jesus spent his 

last earthly night, then the City of David (the original Jerusalem created by King David 3,000 years 

ago). Enter the walled Old City's restored Jewish Quarter,

12:30 PM Felafel lunch in the Old City, then spend time in the exotic shuk/suq bazaars. Visit the Museum on 

the Seam that explores the effect on Jerusalem of its division from 1948 to 1967, then pause at the 

Garden Tomb believed by many Protestants to be the authe

3:30 PM Remainder of the afternoon free for shopping and exploring at your own pace

7:30 PM Dinner at a lively Jerusalem restaurant

CONTINUED
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8:00 AM Breakfast

9:30 AM Drive to Yad Vashem, Israel's National Museum and Memorial of the Holocaust: tour its museum, 

the Garden of the Righteous, the Children's Memorial and the Memorial Hall. 

12:45 PM Stroll through the bustling Mahane Yehuda market; lunch will be a "Jerusalem Grill"

2:30 PM Pause in the village of Ein Karem, birthplace of John the Baptist, with its churches and galleries, 

then descend to the coastal plain.

4:00 PM Arrive in Tel Aviv, check-in and meeting registration.

Wed Jan 18

Tel Aviv
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Tour 3
DEAD SEA AND MASADA - A super duo - the lowest point on earth, and one of 

history's greatest epics, plus super glimpses of modern Israel 

3 days, 2 nights: $275

Departures from Los Angeles, New York (Newark) and Toronto

1:10 PM Depart Toronto on EL AL flight LY030

1:15 PM Depart New York EWR on EL AL flight LY028

1:30 PM Depart Los Angeles on EL AL flight LY006

6:40 AM EL AL flight LY028 arrives Tel Aviv

7:15 AM EL AL flight LY030 arrives Tel Aviv

12:00 PM Check-in to your seaside hotel in time for a Welcome-to-Israel lunch

Unpack, relax, unwind, regroup

3:00 PM It's time to try the health-giving Dead Sea mud, and to swim in the unsinkable sea. There will be 

free time for a massage and/or health- and beauty treatments

1:55 PM EL AL flight LY006 arrives Tel Aviv

Meeting on arrival and drive into the Judean Hills. Climb 2,800 feet to the outskirts of Jerusalem, 

then descend 4,000 feet in 20 minutes to the Dead Sea, lowest point on earth.

7:00 PM Dinner and overnight at the Dead Sea

Mon Jan 16 NEW YORK EWR - TEL AVIV Dead Sea

LOS ANGELES - TEL AVIV

TORONTO - TEL AVIV

Sun Jan 15

LOS ANGELES - TEL AVIV

TORONTO - TEL AVIV

NEW YORK EWR - TEL AVIV
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Tue Jan 17 8:00 AM Breakfast

9:00 AM Drive to Masada, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, location of King Herod's winter-palace Fortress 

where, for three years (70-73AD), refugees from the destruction of Jerusalem held out against the 

Roman siege. Masada was excavated in 1964 and has become the single most visited site in Israel. 

Visit the museum, then ride to the summit by cable-car for in-depth touring. Continue to Kibbutz 

Ein Gedi for lunch, and to learn about kibbutz life, then either clamber up to the freshwater pools 

of Nahal David (where David hid from the "wrath of Saul") or visit the Ahava Dead Sea cosmetics 

works.

3:00 PM It's time to try the health-giving Dead Sea mud, and to swim in the unsinkable sea. There will be 

free time for a massage and/or health- and beauty treatments

7:00 PM Dinner and overnight at the Dead Sea

8:00 AM Breakfast

9:00 AM Drive through the northern Negev desert to Beersheba, Israel's southern capital city. See the 

gardens and groves that are reclaiming the city from the desert, and visit Ben Gurion University of 

the Negev. There'll be time to see modern Israel at the Canyon Beersheba mall.

12:30 PM Drive north to Rehovot for a light lunch, then drive through the grounds of the Weizmann 

Institute, one of the world's leading scientific academies to visit the Bauhaus "stately home" of 

Israel's founder and first president, Chaim Weizmann. Continue to Tel Aviv.

4:00 PM Arrive in Tel Aviv, check-in and meeting registration.

Wed Jan 18

Tel Aviv

Dead Sea
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Tour D
RED SEA DIVING: special trip to one of the world's most magnificent underwater 

landscapes. Only for experienced and fully acredited divers.

3 days, 2 nights: $400

Departures from New York (Newark) and Toronto

1:10 PM Depart Toronto on EL AL flight LY030

1:15 PM Depart New York EWR on EL AL flight LY028

6:40 AM EL AL flight LY028 arrives Tel Aviv

7:15 AM EL AL flight LY030 arrives Tel Aviv

Meeting on arrival and transfer to the domestic terminal.

10:30AM Depart Tel Aviv on El Al Israel Airlines flight LY403

11:35PM Arrive Eilat. Meeting and transfer to hotel.

1:00PM Welcome to Israel lunch.

3:00PM Introductory tour of Eilat, including the underwater observatory and aquarium

7:00 PM Dinner - and overnight in Eilat

Tue Jan 17 6:30 AM Breakfast

8:15AM Full day of diving. Details to follow.

8:00 PM A shoreside dinner - and overnight in Eilat. Eilat

NEW YORK EWR - TEL AVIV

TORONTO - TEL AVIV

Eilat

Mon Jan 16

TORONTO - TEL AVIV

NEW YORK EWR - TEL AVIV

Sun Jan 15
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8:00AM Breakfast

11:00 AM Drive north through the Arava Valley, along the Dead Sea shore and through the Judean Hills. 

Lunch en route.

4:00 PM Arrive in Tel Aviv, check-in and meeting registration.

All times are approximate. Itineraries and content are subject to change.

Wed Jan 18

Tel Aviv

SATW FREELANCE COUNCIL MEETING, TEL AVIV  - JANUARY 2012

OPTIONAL PRE-MEETING TOURS 



DATE TIME DETAILS OVERNIGHT

Tour 4
JERUSALEM STAY PUT - the ideal opportunity to do your own thing in the capital

3 days, 2 nights: $225

Return to Los Angeles, New York and Toronto

Mon Jan 23 7:00-8:00 AMBreakfast

8:30 AM Transfer from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. 

10:00 AM Arrival at Jerusalem hotel. Remainder of day at leisure. (Lunch and dinner provided at your hotel.)

Tue Jan 24 At leisure in Jerusalem. (Breakfast, lunch and dinner provided at your hotel) Jerusalem

At leisure in Jerusalem. (Breakfast, lunch and dinner provided at your hotel)

8:30 PM Transfer from Jerusalem to Ben Gurion International Airport

12:30 AM Depart Tel Aviv on EL AL flight LY027

6:00 AM Arrive New York EWR

1:00 AM Depart Tel Aviv on EL AL flight LY001

6:00 AM Arrive New York JFK

Wed Jan 25 Jerusalem
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12:50 AM Depart Tel Aviv on EL AL flight LY029

6:40 AM Arrive Toronto

1:10 AM Depart Tel Aviv on EL AL flight LY005

6:40 AM Arrive Los Angeles

SATW FREELANCE COUNCIL MEETING, TEL AVIV - JANUARY 2012
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Tour 5
THE WONDERS OF THE DESERT - WITH CAMEL SAFARI - An adventurous 

encounter with the grandeur and spirit of Southern Israel

4 days, 3 nights: $375

Return to New York only

This tour is for the fit and those accustomed to working out, extreme 

activity and hiking.

7:00-8:30 AMBreakfast

8:30 AM Depart Tel Aviv south towards the Negev Desert. Arrive in Beersheba, capital of the Negev, and 

visit Ben Gurion University. Continue to Kibbutz Sde Boker, home and burial site of Israel's first 

prime minister, David Ben Gurion.

12:00 PM Lunch in the kibbutzniks' dining room!

1:00 PM Drive on to the Avdat Canyon and clamber down to the icy waters - then visit the ruins of the 

Nabatean city of Avdat, a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

2:30 PM Continue to the Ramon Crater, one of the world's largest, known for its red and orange rock 

formations. Optional rappelling into the crater. 

4:30 PM Check-in to hotel. Dinner and overnight in Mitzpe Ramon.

8:30 AM Breakfast

9:30 AM Drive south into the Negev desert. Begin your camel safari: hopefully you will see wild ibex or 

mountain lion and admire the desert flora. Picnic lunch, then continue the camel safari through the 

wadis and plains of the desert. Campfire supper then return to Mitzpe Ramon.

Dinner and overnight in Mitzpe Ramon

Mon Jan 23

Tue Jan 24
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7:30 AM Breakfast

8:30 AM Drive to Metzoke Dragot to ride jeeps through the wadis and over the hills of the desert.

12:30 PM Lunch at a kibbutz overlooking the Dead Sea, lowest point on earth

1:30 PM Descend to the Dead Sea shore and Nahal David (David's Canyon), where David hid from the 

wrath of Saul. Clamber up to the canyon and swim in its icy pools

3:00 PM Check in to your Dead Sea shore hotel - time for an "unsinkable" swim

7:00 PM Dinner and an early night

5:00 AM Early wake up and coffee and pastries.

5:30 AM Drive to Masada, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, location of King Herod's winter-palace Fortress 

where, for three years (70-73AD), refugees from the destruction of Jerusalem held out against the 

Roman siege. Masada was excavated in 1964 and has become the single most visited site in Israel. 

Climb the Snake Path to the summit.

7:00 AM Watch the sunrise from the mountaintop then tour the one of the most exciting archeological sites 

in the world.

9:00 AM Breakfast at your hotel

10:30 AM Tour Qumran, where the Dead Sea Scrolls were accidently discovered in 1947 by a goat-herd 

searching for a lost animal.
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Continued 11:30 AM Drive on to Jerusalem, stopping en route at Qasr-Al-Yahud on the River Jordan, where Jesus was 

baptized by John the Baptist.

1:30 PM Arrive at your Jerusalem hotel (day rooms) in time for lunch. Afternoon at leisure, with suggested 

touring ideas

7:00 PM Dinner

8:30 PM Transfer from Jerusalem to Ben Gurion International Airport

12:30 AM Depart Tel Aviv on EL AL flight LY027

6:00 AM Arrive New York EWR

1:00 AM Depart Tel Aviv on EL AL flight LY001

6:00 AM Arrive New York JFK
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Tour 6
THE DESERT AND THE RED SEA - The grandeur of the desert - plus a mini-

vacation in Eilat on the Red Sea

3 days, 2 nights: $275

Return to Los Angeles, New York, Toronto

7:00-8:00 AMBreakfast

8:30 AM Leave Tel Aviv and drive through the Judean Mountains and the Judean Desert to the Dead Sea, 

lowest point on earth.

10:30 AM Stop at Qalia Beach for an unsinkable swim in the Dead Sea

11:30 AM Drive to Masada, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, location of King Herod's winter-palace Fortress 

where, for three years (70-73AD), refugees from the destruction of Jerusalem held out against the 

Roman siege. Masada was excavated in 1964 and has become the single most visited site in Israel. 

1:00 PM Lunch at Masada

2:00 PM Drive through the Negev and Arava deserts to the Hai Bar Biblical Wildlife Reserve, created to 

return to Israel animals mentioned in the Bible but no longer endemic. Visit Kibbutz Yotvata famed 

for its extraordinary dairy produce

6:00 PM Arrive in the Red Sea resort of Eilat for dinner and overnight

Breakfast at leisure

10:00 AM Visit the Red Sea Aquarium, and see the coral reefs. 

12:00 PM Lunch by the pool at your hotel

5:30 PM Late afternoon sunset cruise on the Red Sea

7:30 PM Dinner and overnight
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8:00 AM Breakfast

9:00 AM Drive north through the Arava Desert

10:30 AM

Arrive Mitzpe Ramon and tour the Ramon Crater, with its sharp edges, extraordinary panorama 

and alpaca farms

12:30 PM Lunch in Mitzpe Ramon

2:00 PM Drive on through the Negev to the Nabatean City of Avdat and Kibbutz Sde Boker

6:00 PM Arrive in Tel Aviv - there will be time to shower and freshen-up before dinner

7:00 PM Dinner

8:30 PM Transfer to Ben Gurion International Airport

12:30 AM Depart Tel Aviv on EL AL flight LY027

6:00 AM Arrive New York EWR

1:00 AM Depart Tel Aviv on EL AL flight LY001

6:00 AM Arrive New York JFK

12:50 AM Depart Tel Aviv on EL AL flight LY029

6:40 AM Arrive Toronto

1:10 AM Depart Tel Aviv on EL AL flight LY005

6:40 AM Arrive Los Angeles
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Tour 7
FOOD AND WINE - Discover the tastes, culinary influences and wines of the 

Promised Land as you tour what many consider the world's first travel destination

3 days, 2 nights: $275

Return to Los Angeles, New York, Toronto

7:00-9:00 Breakfast

8:30 AM Leave Tel Aviv to the north and visit the Tiv Tam supermarket in Netanya (Israel's "Whole Foods"). 

Visit the artisanal stores and craft stores at Beit Yitzhak and continue to the wineries of Binyamina 

and Bet Yizhak. 

1:00 PM

Continue to Akko on the Mediterranean to tour its exotic market then, after a wharfside lunch, 

tour its ramparts and Crusader Underground City. 

4:00 PM See the glorious mosaics of Tzippori, then visit a cheese farm and meet one of Israel's leading 

experts on bread. 

5:30 PM Arrive at your boutique hotel in the Galilee hills

7:30 PM Dinner and overnight in the Galilee

7:00-9:00 Breakfast

9:30 AM Learn how to make Druze bread with Druze Israelis

11:00 AM Learn about and taste indigenous herbs, spices and the traditional cuisine of Palestinian Israelis 

12:30 PM Admire the 2,000-year-old fishing boat discovered in the late 20th century in the Galilee mud

1:00 PM St. Peter's Fish lunch on the Galilee shore

2:30 PM Drive around the Sea of Galilee and visit the Golan Winery, one of Israel's largest and most 

6:30 PM Cocktails and dinner at a private home in the Galilee

Overnight at your Galilee hotel
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7:00-9:00 Breakfast

9:30 AM Depart the Galilee

11:00 AM

Visit the botanical gardens of Ramat HaNadiv, created by the Rothschilds in the late 19th century

11:30 AM Stroll through the elegant and tranquil village of Zichron Yaacov

12:15 PM Light lunch in Zichron Yaacov

3:00 PM Meet one of Israel's most extraordinary chefs in the Jerusalem Hills and learn about and pick 

indigenous wild herbs

16:30-19:30 Continue to his restaurant and assist cooking (and eating) an extraordinary dinner.

7:45 PM Opportunity to shower and regroup at a Jerusalem hotel

8:30 PM Transfer to Ben Gurion International Airport

12:30 AM Depart Tel Aviv on EL AL flight LY027

6:00 AM Arrive New York EWR

1:00 AM Depart Tel Aviv on EL AL flight LY001

6:00 AM Arrive New York JFK

12:50 AM Depart Tel Aviv on EL AL flight LY029

6:40 AM Arrive Toronto

1:10 AM Depart Tel Aviv on EL AL flight LY005

6:40 AM Arrive Los Angeles
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Tour 8
ISRAEL ON YOUR OWN - Jump in the car and off you go.                                      

Stay at Kibbutz Guest Houses anywhere in Israel. 

3 days, 2 nights

$250  for one; $200 per person for two or three

Return to Los Angeles, New York, Toronto

Decide in advance who you are traveling with, and make sure each of you registers for this post-

tour and indicates who your traveling companions are. During the Freelance Council meeting in 

Tel Aviv, you'll decide where you want to stay for the two nights and the bookings will be made. 

This tour includes a self-drive car (manual) with unlimited mileage and basic insurance. This tour 

includes dinner and breakfast only. The tour cost is based on a single traveler, or 2 or 3 people 

sharing a car - but each has his/her own room for the overnights.

7:00-8:00 AM Breakfast

8:30 Take delivery of your self-drive car, and Israel is yours.

Dinner and overnight somewhere in Israel

7:00-9:00 Breakfast

Israel is yours

Dinner and overnight somewhere in Israel

Mon Jan 23

Tue Jan 24

Somewhere in 

Israel

Somewhere in 

Israel
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Wed Jan 25 7:00-9:00 Breakfast

Israel is yours

21:00 Return your car at Ben Gurion International Airport and check-in for your flight

0:30 Depart Tel Aviv on EL AL flight LY027

6:00 Arrive New York EWR

1:00 Depart Tel Aviv on EL AL flight LY001

6:00 Arrive New York JFK

0:50 Depart Tel Aviv on EL AL flight LY029

6:40 Arrive Toronto

1:10 Depart Tel Aviv on EL AL flight LY005

6:40 Arrive Los Angeles

SATW FREELANCE COUNCIL MEETING, TEL AVIV - JANUARY 2012

OPTIONAL POST-MEETING TOURS (CONTINUED)

Thu Jan 26 TEL AVIV - NEW YORK EWR

TEL AVIV - NEW YORK JFK

TEL AVIV - TORONTO

TEL AVIV - LOS ANGELES

All times are approximate. Itineraries and content are subject to change. 

53


